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By Sally Blundell

Take a base of contemporary
bach aesthetic, add a measure of
traditional Pacific design and a
good splash of island
sophistication and the result will
look something like the new
luxury holiday home designed by
ADNZ member Greg Young of
Christchurch's Young Architects,
for two families seeking an island
retreat on an idyllic site at
Denarau, on the western coast of
Fiji's main island, Viti Levu.

rom the outside the Marina Point holiday
home appears to be a series of four
simple bures - the traditional wood and
straw huts found across Fiji and the Pacific but here made of plastered concrete and
complemented by an outdoor pool, extensive
plantings and lighting. To meet the clients'
needs, the bures incorporate a private living
area for each family and a central shared
space, all inter-connected by timber
boardwalks that give a relaxed resort-style feel.

where you have all the texture, the warmth and
the relaxing, welcoming aesthetic.
"It was a real challenge, getting right back to
basics and thinking about why you were doing
things rather than doing things simply because
you do it. The outside is really bright so you
want the inside to be more of a haven away
from all that brightness. So rather than making
it bright and light as we would in a colder
climate, we closed it in by using darker timbers.
The whole design exercise is a complete

On the inside, luxury
living in a tropical
environment is given
full expression,
balancing the fantastic
views and airy
countenance (the bures
are naturally ventilated
using louvres, large
doors and breezeways)
with a cool intimacy
and traditional Fijian
designs and materials.

reversal of what we do
in Christchurch."
Further
complicating the
process was Young's
determination to
include a distinctly
Fijian vernacular-this
in a popular region of
Fiji dominated by
western style resorts
and holiday homes
that look straight out of the pages of a Gold
Coast real estate brochure.

The simplicity of the structures is given
added depth with a range of native timbers,
woven mats, controllable lighting, island motifs
and vivid earthy tones.
"The environment is critical," explains, Young
"You need the openness because of the
temperature but it also has to be comfortable,
both physically and emotionally. The inside is

"Fiji has lost a lot of its village feel and many
of its traditional responses and ways of living.
So for me it was important to do something that
was appropriate for the setting and for Fiji."
To understand the local cultural context he
sought the advice of family members who
manage a resort in Fiji with its own
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Island fetre
"FIJI HAS LOST A LOT OF ITS VILLAGE FEEL AND MANY OF ITS TRADITIONAL
RESPONSES AND WAYS OF LIVING. SO FOR ME IT WAS IMPORTANT TO DO
SOMETHING THAT WAS APPROPRIATE FOR THE SETTING AND FOR FIJI."
cultural/historical show village, "so I was able to
talk to the guides as to the historical reasons
why they do certain things and apply those to a
modern building. For example, the chief or
medicine man's home will have a much higher
pitched roof with a lot more prominence than
anyone else, and the way they install their posts
has strong cultural significance historically. We
applied that to this design: prominence was
given to the meeting place rather than the two
sleeping bures."
Throughout the interior the artisanal nature of
traditional materials and building techniques is
evident. Construction materials were sourced
locally wherever possible to ensure cultural
integrity and to reduce costs (building materials
brought into Fiji are heavily taxed). As well as
using a range of native Fijian timbers, the bures
incorporate hand-woven flax ceiling panels as
seen throughout the Cook Islands, Tonga,
Vanuatu and Fiji.
"In New Zealand you see manufactured
versions but in Fiji we really wanted them to be
hand-woven. We used locals and local skills as
much as we could - it gives something back to
the communities. It is all part of the journey."
It was a journey shared closely with the

owners, one of whom Young has already
designed a woolshed conversion and a Gothic
revival brick and stone home in the heart of
Fendalton in Christchurch.
"So all completely different projects but he is
a very hands-on client. He has a good eye; he
understands balance and space and was very
proud of his involvement in the design (of the
Marina Point holiday home). It's all about
relationships and there's a real synergy that
can be gained in knowing you are meeting the
clients' brief and then meeting their
expectations when they finally start using the
building. It is all well and good coming up with
spaces that work and materials they like but
when they are actually living there it is a
completely different response."
Credits: Article - Defign magazine. Photography Diederik van Heyningen of Lightworkx
Photography, phone (03) 377 5080. 'Marina Point'
was designed by ADNZ member Greg Young of
Young Architects, phone (03) 384 7879.
For further information on ADNZ members go to the
'Find a Designer' section of the ADNZ website
www.adnz.org.nz/find. And to keep up with new
information visit the ADNZ Facebook page
www. facebook. com/ADNZInc

To read more on some of the top
architectural designs in New Zealand
over the last year, purchase Defign
magazine by contacting ADNZ direct on
(03) 358 0112 or reception@adnz.org.nz.

