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Good listening key to good design
Russell Fredric
KGR Architectural Design principal designer Gordon
McMillan believes good design starts with good
listening.
Established In 2004, the Invercargill-based
company is part of the family-owned K G
Richardson & Sons group which employs more
than 250 staff throughout the South Island in a wide
range of industries.
Gordon has spent more than 22 years guiding
his clients through the myriad of decisions to be
made when designing a house, from understanding
their initial list of wants and needs to providing
detailed architectural plans and specifications.
For the clients who commissioned the
company to design a house at Tuckers Beach,
Queenstown, this experience proved to be a winner,
with Gordon's interior design receiving a highly
commended award in the Otago and Southland
2015 ADNZ Resene Architectural Design Awards.
Judges noted that the play between tonal
qualities, light, dark, rough and smooth, established
depth to the interior spaces.
Gordon says the client's brief was to design a
four bedroom home plus guest room and to take
advantage of the views to Coronet Peak and the
Shotover River, while maintaining privacy to the
road which runs close to the property.
"This client is associated with the timber
processing industry so using natural timbers
wherever possible on their project was essential to
them," Gordon McMillan says.
Internally, a raking T & G ceiling with exposed
whitewashed trusses and black connection
brackets was used to accentuate the volume of the
living spaces.
"Along with the band sawn detailing on the
kitchen island and rustic sliding internal doors,
these natural timbers help create a warm and
inviting atmosphere."
Steep pitched roofs were used to echo the
surrounding mountainscape, while spanning the
house along the site allowed its roof shapes to
reflect an adjacent ridge to the South. This, along
with using natural materials, timber beams, posts
and weatherboards, stone and alpine tray steel
roofing has allowed the home to sit harmoniously
with its surroundings.
"We've had a lot of positive comments about it."
The orientation of the house allows for large
north facing glazing to all the main spaces for

passive solar gain, to help with heating during
winter, with large doors to each space for cool river
breezes in the summer.
The use of 140mm external timber framing
allowed for additional insulation to be integrated into
walls; insulation was increased to floor and ceilings,
well above minimum building code requirements to
reduce future running expenses.
Gordon says one of the keys of architecture
is to be able to maximise the potential of a house
on its site while manipulating the relationship and
functionality of its rooms to each other.
He believes that architectural design fees,
typically about 2.5% of the cost of a house
depending on the level of detail, represent a good
investment because of the quality of the final result
produced and the value added to a house, while
building consent, resource consent and engineering
requirements need the up-to-date knowledge and
expertise of a professional.
Using an experienced architectural designer can
also eliminate potential problems and streamline the
building process. "If you've got a well detailed set
of documents you can save time and money down
the track when it comes to construction."
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Judges noted the play between tonal qualities, light and dark, rough and smooth in this award winning Queenstown house designed by KGR Architectural.

