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RED HOT
ADNZ's upcoming 'Stirring
the Imagination' seminars
with internationally
acclaimed Melbourne
architectural duo, Debbie
Ryan and Robert McBride
of McBride Charles Ryan, is
an event not to be missed by
all those passionate about
architectural design...

D

ebbie and Robert are the
partners in life and work behind
one of Australia's most
celebrated architectural studios. They colead McBride Charles Ryan projects,
designing innovative residential,
commercial and public buildings for a
variety of clients.
The unique partnership started in their
university days, when they both attended
Monash University. While Robert was
studying science, Debbie was focussing
on fine arts - something which grabbed
Robert's attention.
"My father used to give me books on
construction and engineering, but Deb
started to drag me along to her Fine Art
History lectures lead by art historian,
Patrick McCaughey, and I soon realised I
was becoming more and more interested

in architecture," says Robert.
After spending a few years at Monash
University, the pair moved to RMIT
University where the focus of their
studies turned to architecture.
Following graduation, both spent some
time working for other companies,
before making the decision to set up
their own architectural studio with Tony
Charles in 1988.
"We started just before the recession,
renting a building in Queensberry Street,
Carlton. At the beginning, we went
through a period where we had lots of
work, and then all of a sudden we had no
work at all. This was pre-internet age, so
we used to walk the streets looking for
work," says Debbie.
About this time, Tony Charles left the
business for another job, leaving Debbie
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and Robert to make the decision about
whether to keep going, or give up.
"We decided to tough it out and keep
going. We convinced my brother and his
friend to do a development in a disused
back lane, and we entered that project
in an award. We didn't win, but the
designer of the zinc facade put it on the
front of his calendar. MCR got publicity
through that which gave us a boost,"
says Debbie.
Fast forward more than 25 years, and
McBride Charles Ryan has evolved into
one of Australia's most respected
architectural studios. Their huge success
and plethora of awards is owed not only
to their incredible talent, but their
resilience, determination and teamwork.
While a large proportion of their work is
made up of commercial and public
projects, the McBride Charles Ryan team
also have a reputation for creating bold
and unexpected residential designs.
"We enjoy working on all kinds of
projects - anything with a 'red hot' idea
- but when it comes to residential
projects, you get to complete them in
their entirety which you can't often do
with commercial work," says Robert.
One of their most recognised
residential projects is the Klein Bottle
House - a holiday house on a sloped
block adjacent to the beach in Rye. It
won several awards, including the
World's Best House award at the World
Architecture Festival in 2009, and the

Grand Designs Best International
Home Award in 2010.
"Originally, the clients wanted a
view of the ocean. However, it wa
next to a national park, and the
council didn't want the building to be
visible. The initial suggestion was to
position the house at the base of the
block, but when we revisited the site, we
found a position where you would've
wanted to camp. You could see the
clouds rolling over the trees, and hear
the sea with protection from the winds,
and a view over the top of the trees,"
says Debbie.
The McBride Charles Ryan team have
also carried out residential renovation
and alteration work, including the
award-winning 'Cloud House' in Fitzroy
North, Melbourne.
Robert and Debbie will be giving their
insights on upcoming design trends, as
well as discussing how their firm
borrows from Architectural History,
mathematics and everyday culture to
realise original, unlikely and technology

sophisticated expressions for their
clients.
In Christchurch: Friday 1 May - Hagley
Oval Pavilion 5.30pm for 6.30pm start.
For information and tickets go to
www.adnz.org.nz.
Article credit: Defign magazine [abridged].
Photography by copyright © 2011-2015 John
Gollings Photography. For regular design
news and information subscribe to 'Defign'
and the ADNZ Facebook page to stay in the
know www.facebook.com/ADNZInc.To read
more on some of the top architectural
designs in New Zealand over the last year,
purchase Defign magazine by contacting
ADNZ direct on (03) 358 0112 or
reception@adnz.org. nz.
If you are looking for an experienced
designer, who is also a respected member of
ADNZ in Canterbury go to the "Find a
Designer" section of the website
www.adnz.org.nz/find/.

