PMCA licensed copy. You may not
further copy, reproduce, record,
retransmit, sell, publish, distribute,
share or store this information
without the prior written consent of
the Print Media Copyright Agency.
Phone +64-4-4984487 or email
info@pmca.co.nz for further
information.

Kapiti News, Kapiti
13 Jul 2016, by Cloe Willetts
General News, page 24 - 990.00 cm²
Suburban - circulation 24,769 (--W----)

ID 626105116

BRIEF ADNZ(W)

INDEX 1

PAGE 1 of 3

Essence Design-Winner of Wellington/Wairarapa Design Award
Cloe Willetts
Paraparaumu Beach architectural design specialist Robyn De
La Haye of Essence Design has received an esteemed industry
award, for the transformation of an old darkened warehouse
into something out of pages of a glossy NewYork housing
magazine. The Caretakers Apartment, an old 1950s warehouse
and sewing factory located in Stokes Valley, won the Wellington
/Wairarapa Regional award for Residential Alterations and
Additions Architectural Design Award this month, as part of
the Architectural Designers New Zealand (ADNZ)/Resene
Architectural Design Awards 2016.
The win is a ﬁrst for Robyn, who opened Essence Design 12 years
ago in Whitemans Valley, before moving the business to Woburn
and eventually settling on the Kapiti Coast in 2009. Recognised for
its uplifting design, which Robyn described as set with mood and
drama, the Caretakers Apartment was built by Jamie Woodgate of
the Kapiti Coast’s Ultrabuild and painted by Mike Werry of Hutt
City Decorators, with an overall project value of $300,000.
The innovative space is now a permanent premise for Hutt City
Decorators, who selected Robyn as their architect because of her
21 years industry experience and positioning as a professional
member of ADNZ, with a Bachelor of Design. “The clients, builder
and I are absolutely thrilled,” said
d Robyn, a mother of two, who
also worked as an Interior and Arc
chitectural Designer in the UK
during her travels. “The award wa
as unexpected and against some
very tough competition.”
Having turned the heads of the judges for its “restrained palette”,
p
as a “celebration of the
the design was described by the panel
cross sectional volume and the industrial roots of the building”.
b
originally a lightweight
Robyn said upon ﬁrst seeing the building,
structure, it seemed heavy and op
ppressive, notably lacking colour
and orientation. “The brief required an open plan kitchen, dining,
edroom, ofﬁce, two bathrooms
and living room, as well as one be
and a laundry. “The original build
ding was water stained, with dirty
walls and dark painted concrete ﬂoors,
ﬂ
creating a very
inward-focussed space. Due to itss South-East Facing aspect, it
was cold and gloomy, with its larg
ge volume broken up with a steel
structure of columns, girders and purlins. Now, the large amount
ht of the day to ﬁlter into the
of glazing allows the changing ligh
apartment, creating atmosphere.””
She said as part of the plan, the ap
partment needed to be ﬁre
separated from the warehouse sto
orage facility and required a
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separate entry from the rear, prov
viding indoor-outdoor ﬂow to the
proposed garden behind. Having discussed the issues of such a
darkened space with her clients, Robyn noted the requirements of
depth; including the enormous scale of the interior, large windows
and dilapidated corrugated plastic to the gables. “We embraced
the volume of the space from the outset and the idea was to
have a stair leading up “Close to the southern boundary was an
unappealing industrial building, so we made use of the southern
wall for utility spaces and maximising insulation, with four
skylights installed to transform the light quality of the apartment.”
Robyn, who works closely with clients and offers a full design
service, has completed projects throughout the Greater Wellington
and Wairarapa regions, including education work, commercial
ofﬁce ﬁt outs, medical facilities and 72 completed house alteration
projects and new housing. “It was an excellent feeling to be
awarded for breathing life back into this dilapidated and forgotten
building,” she said. “I’m passionate about quality design and love
creating architecture
that enriches my client’s lifestyle.”
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