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Treehouse Hideaway
After years living in an original bungalow, architectural designer Mark Callander
devised a sympathetic renovation to bring his home into the 21st Century.
Words Soraya Nicholas
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When architectural designer
Mark Callander and partner Jennie Watts
purchased their original 1945 character
bungalow six years ago, they knew it would
need a design overhaul eventually. With only
two bedrooms and a small living area, they
knew that eventually they would want to
make it into a bigger family home. But the
upside was that the house was very habitable,
with the previous owners maintaining it
well, which gave them breathing space before
launching into a renovation.
It was over four years later before Mark
started to seriously put pen to paper. “There
were a few main objectives before we started
out, such as wanting three bedrooms and
bigger living space, and to be mindful of
the big Kauri trees,” says Mark. “One major
change we faced was building up, because
we had planned to stay single level, but in
the end we had to go two-storey.” While
it did mean substantially changing their
plans, the final design is picture-perfect.
The second level is dedicated to Mark and
Jennie’s master bedroom and an ensuite
bathroom. “It’s probably one of our favourite
rooms, because the views are so special.”
Bi-fold windows open out along one wall,
facing the seclusion of substantial, mature
native trees, making it a relaxing place to
spend a late morning in bed.
Large skylights set into the grooved living room
ceiling allow light to enter the home, which keeps
the interior from being shaded during the day.
ABOVE Light neutral tones with ash white
plank flooring were used to enhance the
light and airy feel of the home.
LEFT An upper level was created which
now houses a private master bedroom.

Mark and Jennie’s other favourite
room is the large open-plan living
space, which is vastly different to
the small area they used to have.“The
view out to the trees is our favourite
thing about the room, that and the
amount of light it receives.” This
is often the first thing visitors to
the home comment on, with large
skylights set into the grooved ceiling.
The doors leading to the deck and
windows facing the trees add to the
room’s open, airy style.
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Before

Q&A
with Mark Callander
of Creative Arch
What was your design brief?
To create a light and airy feel, with a
new sunny living room and a warm
snug for winter. We also needed to
upgrade the existing kitchen and
add a sunny private master bedroom,
all while effectively blending new
spaces with existing ones.
Were there any design constraints?
The property has restrictive zoning
rules and we wished to preserve the
existing mature Kauri trees so the
addition was designed to step around
the trees and follow the yard setback.
In what ways were you sympathetic
to the original design?
We wanted to tie in with the fibre
cement weatherboards and timber
windows of the existing house and
retain the appearance of the house
from the street. We also loved the
original external house colour and
wanted to carry this through to the
new addition.
Was it a different experience working
on your own home?
In some ways. It made me appreciate
how emotionally attached you
become to every decision that is
made during construction, when it is
your lifestyle that is affected.
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LEFT AND ABOVE On the ground floor the new living space was built out over the existing deck
location with large windows overlooking the bush at the rear of the property. The existing living
room was maintained with bi-folding doors to close off the space from the new open plan living.
Below Resene colour Thorndon Cream was used extensively throughout the home, against white
architraves and accents. This creates a complementary contrast with the dark cabinetry in the
kitchen, which has become a light-filled space post-renovation.

One of the biggest challenges Mark
faced as a designer was ensuring light
flooded the home, and the final result
shows his skill at doing so. “As an area,
Titirangi can be known for being dark
and damp, so I wanted to bring as much
natural light in as possible.” The couple
have now had their first winter in the
home post-renovation, and it has been
warm and sunny, so that part of Mark’s
design brief was definitely fulfilled.
The feeling of light has also been
enhanced inside by a neutral colour
scheme, although stark white was
avoided to keep the home warm. Resene
Thorndon Cream adorns almost all the
walls, and light coloured timber flooring
was laid in the new area of the house.
Outside, the colour choice was more
bold, although Mark cannot take
credit for the home’s nickname as the
‘pink house’. The original fibre cement
weatherboards were already painted
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that colour, and Resene simply
colour matched paint to allow touchups and new James Hardie Linea
weatherboards to be coated with the
same shade. The rest of the alteration
was covered externally with James
Hardie Titan board.
As an experienced designer and
member of the Architectural Designers
New Zealand (ADNZ), Mark enjoyed the
process of working on his own home,
and admits to loving the result now
he has had the time to enjoy it. But he
has come away with some advice to
pass on to other renovators. “Working
within your budget is critical, and part
of staying within budget is about not
trying to change too much. I suggest
getting three or four quotes if you have
time, as it can make a big difference to
the final cost.” •
Mark Callander, Creative Arch
0800 2 inspire (46774), www.creativearch.co.nz
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Artwork by Jennie, inspired by a photo
from their travels through Europe.

Nicknamed the 'Pink House' the colour of the original fibre cement weatherboards was
carried through to the new addition with James Hardie Linea weatherboards colour
matched with Resene paint.

Ground Floor
Bedroom

Kitchen

Resene
Thorndon Cream

Dining
Sun Room

Resene
Mondo

Winter Snug

Bedroom

Bathroom

Laundry

Master Bedroom

First Floor

Dressing
Ensuite

Creativity runs in the family; Mark's father is a cabinet maker and crafted the display unit in the living area
which houses Jennie's collection of vintage ceramics and glassware. Mark was inspired to make the coffee
table from a building he'd seen years ago, and formed it from Plywood coated with white wax.

• The
specs
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Titirangi, Auckland
$200,000 - $300,000
160 Sq m
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