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UNO. ASKED THE DESIGNER - MULTI AWARD WINNING TAURANGA ARCHITECT BRENDON GORDON A FEW QUESTIONS ABOUT THE THINKING BEHIND THE DESIGN.
Story: Andy Martin Photos: Quinn O’Connell
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THE COROMANDEL IS ONE OF THE MOST POPULAR PLAY GROUNDS FOR
BAY OF PLENTY AND WAIKATO FOLK OVER THE SUMMER MONTHS.
WE THEREFORE DECIDED TO FEATURE A STUNNING NEW BEACH HOUSE
RECENTLY BUILT ON THE COROMANDEL COASTLINE.
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WHAT USED TO OCCUPY THE SITE?
An old Lockwood bach which my family and I were lucky enough to
spend a summer holiday in before it was shifted off to take up a
second life on another section in Whangamata. We had a great
summer and it enabled me to ‘get to know’ the site.

WHAT SITE PREPARATION WAS REQUIRED
PREBUILDING?
The site was excavated to create a solid foundation and then
elevated by about one metre to open up the views and to allow us to
create some internal privacy to the corner site. The coastal
consultant we worked with - to deal with the coastal hazard zone’s
requirements – allowed us to walk the house forward three metres
from the original footprint. In the end we chose to only go forward
one and a half metres to respect the neighbouring
properties.

WHAT WAS THE CLIENTS’ BRIEF TO YOU?
The owners – having considerable construction experience - wanted
a naturally light, open-plan, well ventilated modern beach house
that they could lock up and leave. Of course it also had to maximise
the stunning views. The design also had to be able to stand up to
the potentially extreme environment structurally, and material wise,
and needed to be able to be opened and closed to the changing sea
breezes and prevailing winds. They wanted ground floor living for a
relaxed flow, and sheltered courtyards which the U-shaped design
creates with its views through the glazed pavilions. This also creates
good definition of public and private spaces with the owners
accommodation upstairs. The elevation for views and privacy, also
meant the site landscaping played an intrinsic part of the design
and how the outdoor spaces are enjoyed!
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WHAT IS THE ARTICULATION OF THE HOUSE?
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The kitchen, dining, lounge and pavilion open to the beachfront with a morning deck. A
concealed cavity slider door behind the staircase separates the front pavilion and upstairs
bedrooms from the rear of the house incorporating a bedroom, bathroom, living area with
kitchenette and access to the garage. This allows friends and family to come and stay when
the owners are either in or out of residence and not feel that they are invading their space and
have independence. It was a good call and it works really well.
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WHAT EXTERIOR CLADDING MATERIALS DID YOU CHOOSE AND WHY?
Being a beachfront location the selection of palette becomes very important. We chose four
main materials; aluminium, glass, honed block and solid plaster. The anodised aluminium
weatherboard system has concealed fixings and well resolved flashing details and we
custom-made the anodised aluminium fascia, again with concealed fixings. The long lines of
the house required a sophisticated response. The aluminium glazing system with
‘Architectural Suite’ and square bead flashings, sharpens and substantiates the design with
clean junctions and connections so all the elements are tied together seamlessly.
This simplicity is contrasted by the honed (ground) concrete block which shows the grain
of the aggregate and introduces texture whilst the stack bonding (rows) of the horizontal
blocks picks up the horizontal theme of the design and introduces some finer elements. The
use of this cladding to the chimney of the main living pavilion and the family room, anchor
the house whilst setting up symmetry and balance to the elevation. The final material used
for the cladding is the ‘Sto’ cavity plaster system chosen for its permanence and low
maintenance.

WHAT ARE THE PREVAILING WINDS AND HOW HAVE THESE BEEN DEALT WITH
FROM A DESIGN AND A LIVING PERSPECTIVE?
Good architecture is a response to the site and its unique set of conditions. For this
property, we paid respect to the prevailing winds – a westerly in this case – by incorporating
wing walls off the upper storey windows. These also create visual privacy. They are also a
design element which articulate the form, reinforcing the symmetry, then breaking away
from it. The three separate courtyards are as a result of these winds, sunshine angles, and
the view shafts. Having glazed pavilions means you can shut off the sea breezes and still
enjoy the views from different angles.
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EXPLAIN HOW THE THREE OUTDOOR LIVING AREAS WORK AT DIFFERENT
TIMES OF THE DAY?
The front deck facing the ocean is the place to be first thing in the morning to catch the
morning sun. The northern most covered patio area is great at capturing all day sun and the
LouvreTec opening roof can control sunlight and protect the area from rain. The third area is
down the side of the house and is really sheltered and private. This is the owners’ place of
choice for evening, and for watching the glorious sunsets.

WHAT WAS CHOSEN FOR FLOOR COVERINGS AND WHY?
Artech 600x600mm tiles were used throughout the ground level. They are neither matt nor
glossy, and have this lovely flicker like glistening water and they really provide a good level of
interest whilst being very practical.

THE TONGUE AND GROOVED PANELLING ON THE CEILING AND STAIRWELL
WALLS CERTAINLY GIVES A NAUTICAL THEME. WAS THIS DELIBERATE?
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Yes. It gives a great reference to baches of yesteryear. As well as having this on internal
ceilings and the stairwell, we also chose to carry this outside to the soffits to give a seamless
feel and also to add texture and interest.
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BEING PRIME BEACHFRONT, THE VIEWS ARE TRULY AMAZING SO HOW DID
THEY INFLUENCE YOUR DESIGN?
The architectural challenge with any beachfront house is to maximise the views, whilst
retaining a certain level of privacy. The elevated ground level gave us a great place to start
and we used features to deliver what the client was looking for.

WHAT DESIGN FEATURES HAVE YOU INTRODUCED TO GIVE THE HOUSE ITS
LIGHT AND BRIGHT FEELING THROUGHOUT?
This was a key design criteria that the home had an abundance of natural light and
ventilation, and had to create a spacious environment. Full height glazing helped us achieve
this, in conjunction with attention to window articulation. We also have hidden the blinds in
some rooms in a recess so they disappear.

FINAL COMMENTS?
This was one of those great projects where you have a great client, great builder, great
‘subbies’ and an amazing site that demands an appropriate architectural response.
Something special - roll on next summer !
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